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"other causes." He has found pustular eczema not only
benefited but in some cases cured. Lupus, however, in four
cases noted was greatly aggravated, and in undoubted

phthisical subjects the cough was aggravated and there was
an increase of hectic and of sweats. Two cases of long-
standing epilepsy were supposed to have been cured.
Captain Leumann admits that owing to the great difficulties

in carrying out sanitary measures inoculation must of

necessity come more prominently to the front. He still
holds that early notification is the first and most essential
factor in dealing with epidemics, but he knows that the
natives of India will not notify and records the fact
that not more than 20 per cent. of plague cases in
Hubli have ever been reported as such before death.
He also holds that the removal of plague cases is

,equally important. The fact that neither of these objects
can be accomplished in the face of native apathy or

opposition would surely suggest that individual protection
by inoculation was a much more important measure during
a plague epidemic than any attempt at general sanitary
administration. It is necessary to employ segregation and
evacuation as an alternative, however, otherwise there would
not be sufficient inducement to the native to be inoculated.
Great tact seems to have been shown in plague administra-
tion generally for at other places where similar opportunities
have been offered for the display of administrative capacity
the same happy results have not been accomplished. The
report is full of most interesting detail and will be a useful
guide to the authorities in the Bombay Presidency should
plague continue in India after the present season
There were 1133 deaths from plague in India last week.

In the Bombay Presidency there were 1084 of which Bombay
city accounts for 323 deaths and Karachi city for 181. As
the general mortality in Bombay city was more than 500
over the average there Government returns of plague
apparently fall far short of the actual truth.
There were only 149 deaths outside the Bombay Presi-

dency. Madras Presidency reports 10, North Arcot four,
Salem district five, Mysore State 51, Kolar Goldfields 32,
Mysore city 18. The Punjab returns nine and Bengal
returns 74, Calcutta contributing 60 and Howrah 14. All
other Bengal districts now return clean sheets.
Calcutta shows during the present month a marked decline

of plague deaths. Commencing in January with four deaths
there was an increase in February to 28 deaths. In March
the outbreak seemed to suddenly take on virulence and 426
deaths were recorded. During April there were 499 deaths,
but for the first 16 days of May only 134 have been recorded-
a very rapid and marked decline. The general death-rate
for the past week was 40’0 per 1000 per annum, against 34’3
the mean of the last five years. In the suburbs the death-
rate was 38’3 per 1000 per annum, against 40’7, the mean of
the last five years. The general death-rate of the combined
area is equal to 39’5. The three cities of Karachi, Bombay,
and Calcutta all show great improvement in the number of
plague deaths.
The Governor of Mauritius reports three fresh cases of

plague on May lst.
May 18th. 

______________

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Liverpool Corporation and the Housing of the Working
Classes: Demolition of Insanitary Property.

MR. G. W. WILCOCKS, C.E , Local Government Board
inspector, recently held an inquiry at the municipal
offices with reference to an application of the corporation
to borrow a further sum of &pound;50,000 for the demolition of
insanitary property and &pound;13,500 for the building of work-
men’s dwellings. Dr. Hope stated that the property
to be dealt with consisted of houses in which sickness
was almost always prevalent. Typhus fever, which had
been practically eradicated from every other town in
England, lingered in the districts included in the pre-
sentment. The heavy death-rate of Liverpool was entirely
owing to the existence of property of this character.

Taking away the insanitary districts it would be found
that the rest of the city had a death-rate of under
18 per 1000, whereas in the insanitary districts the
death-rate was 40’2 per 1000. In Lace-street district the

population was from 800 to 1000 to the acre. The sanitary i

arrangements were abominable, especially in cases of sick-
ness, bad weather, or the presence of gangs of roughs..
when the common convenience at the end of a court could
not be used. The Parks Committee had endeavoured to.

brighten these places by distributing window-boxes, but it
was found that owing to the absence of sunlight and air-
plants would not grow amidst these hovels. The property
was ruinous, saturated in the interior with organic filth from
generations of inhabitants, and owing to age and neglect
nuisances of the grossest character were common. The
inspector asked whether the corporation proposed to rebuild
at the same time that they demolished, as the Local Govern-
ment Board felt that more should be done in the direction of,
re-housing. The Board required that a scheme of demolition-
should not be undertaken without considering what was to.
become of the population. Mr. Henderson, one of the city
councillors, said that since 1884, when these demolitions
began, the destruction of insanitary property had progressed
rapidly, but the provision for re-housing had not progressed
at anything like the same rate. On that occasion, for
example, the corporation were applying for .BSO,OOO to
demolish property and only .B13,SOO to rebuild. In his.
opinion the figures ought to be reversed. Dr. Hope said that.
he was in a position to prove that previous demolitions had
not resulted in overcrowding sublet houses as stated. In
1894 there were upwards of 20,000 sublet houses on the

register supervised by a staff of 11 inspectors, who had been
subsequently increased to 13. As a result of stringency and
prosecutions the sublet houses had decreased to 17,000 while.
the cases of overcrowding were fewer.
Sir IF. Mitchell Banks, X. D. Edin., LL.D., F.R.C.S. -Eng,.
The honour of knighthood conferred on Mr. William

Mitchell Banks upon the occasion of Her Majesty’s birthday
has given unqualified satisfaction to the profession in Liver-
pool. Sir William Mitchell Banks’s career has been highly
distinguished. He graduated M.D. at the Edinburgh Uni-
versity in 1864, obtaining the gold medal for his thesis on
the Wolffian bodies. He subsequently became demonstrator
of anatomy at the Glasgow University, where he remained
for two years prior to his removal to Liverpool. His
ability as a skilful surgeon received early recognition and
the profession in that city have since bestowed upon him,
every honour which it was in their power to give. His first.

appointment in Liverpool was 1 hat of pathologist to the
old Royal Infirmary. He also filled the post of lecturer in
anatomy in the Royal Infirmary School of Medicine, becoming;.
the first professor of anatomy upon the affiliation of that school
to University College in 1881. Sir William Mitchell Banks.
was amongst the foremost of the founders of the college and
to his efforts, in conjunction with those of Dr. Waters and’
others, was due the rebuilding of the Royal Infirmary which is
considered to be one of the finest hospitals in Europe. His.

appointment as honorary surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, of
which he is now the senior surgeon, dates from the year
1877. He has been a member of the Council of the.
Royal College of Surgeons of England and for some time
he represented the -Victoria University on the General
Medical Council. He filled the office of President of
the Liverpool Medical Institution in 1890-91. A few years-
since the profession in Liverpool presented him with his
portrait painted in oils by the Honourable John Collier. He
was recently honoured by his alma mater, the University of
Edinburgh, with the honorary degree of LL.D. His urbanity
and kindliness of manner are everywhere recognised and’
whilst it can be said that his friends are legion it may be-.
safely affirmed that he does not possess an enemy.

Hospital Saturday Fund : Ladies’ Street Collection.
The ladies’ annual street collection in aid of the Hospital,

Saturday Fund took place on June 3rd in summer weather.
Upwards of 900 ladies, wearing white badges with the,
inscription "Ladies’ Hospital Saturday Fund," devoted’
themselves to the collection. The committee of the fund
have made a new departure by collecting on the day prior-
to the street collection in offices and business premises,
where the principals seldom come to the city on Saturdays.
Last year’s street collection realised &pound;793. Chiefly froilll
the workshops the substantial sum of E3099 has already
been received by the treasurer of the Hospital Saturday
Fund. This aggregate illustrates the value of systematic:
contributions.

The Hospital for Cancer and Skin Diseases.
A strong feeling exists amongst the members of the pro-,

fession that Dr. Taylor and Dr. Whitford have been unjustly
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<dismissed from their posts at the Cancer and Skin Hospital.
The opinion prevails that they should be reinstated. They
both alleged that the sub-committee which had inquired
into the charges and counter-charges preferred by the
-medical officers had ignored several important items of
’evidence, and as this statement, if correct, would imply a
,certain amount of bias on the part of the sub-committee
the matter ought not to be allowed to remain in its present
.condition.

Presentations to tlte Medical Officer of llealtla of Liverpool.
In view of the approaching marriage of Dr. E. W. Hope,

the medical officer of health, the members of the Watch
Committee of the City Council have presented him with a
silver salver of an early Georgian pattern. The presenta-
tion was made by the chairman of the Health Committee
f(Mr. E. H. Cookson) in an appropriate speech. The
staff of the Public Health Department of the corporation
thave also presented Dr. Hope with a massive silver centre-
piece of Grecian design. Mr. James Cooper, the chief
inspector, was the spokesman on the occasion on behalf of
shis brother cfficials.

Liverpool Corporation: Hospital Extension.
Mr. Noel T. Kershaw has intimated the Local Government

Board’s sanction to the borrowing by the Liverpool Corpora-
tion of Z3500 for the purchase of land for hospital
purposes, &pound;20,000 for the erection of a small-pox hospital,
.and .B40,OOO for the extension of the City Hospital East,
Mill-lane, Old Swan.
June 6th. 

______

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Prevention of Tuberculosis in Scotland.
A CONFERENCE with respect to the prevention and control

of tuberculous diseases took place last week between the
Public Health Committee of Aberdeen Town Council and a
.deputation from the Aberdeen, Kincardine, and Banff Branch
of the British Medical Association. Among the representa-
tives of the former were Dr. John Robertson, convener, and
tDr. A. T. Gordon Beveridge, together with Dr. Hay, medical
,officer of health of the city. The deputation from the British
Medical Association consisted of Professor Finlay (branch
{president), Professor Stephenson, Dr. Scott Riddell, Dr. A. T. 
Milne, and Dr. Edmond. Dr. Hay’s memorandum, of which I

a summary lately appeared in THE LANCET, having been con-
,sidered, the medical men present approved of a regular
inspection of dairies, the application of the tuberculin test,
and the employment of a veterinary surgeon as inspector. I,
These steps would, in their opinion, render sterilisation of 
- milk unnecessary. As to meat-supply, they were in favour 
’of a municipal slaughter-house. With regard to the pro-
posed sanatorium (in the country) for phthisical patients I
they were strongly in favour of the idea being carried out
.either at the expense of the rates or by voluntary subscrip-
’tion. On the suggestion of the deputation it was agreed to
hold a conference with the directors of the Aberdeen Dis-
pensary, the managers of the Royal Infirmary, and the
.Aberdeen Parish Council with a view to a practical scheme
being framed.

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
The month’s house-to-house collection on behalf of this

hospital, organised by the executive of the Hospital Saturday
Committee in Aberdeen, has produced rather more than
&pound;500-a result which has disappointed expectations. The

proposed demonstration on behalf of the hospitals in the

city has been postponed to August llth and 12th next so as
to permit of the attendance of a detachment of the New
.South Wales Lancers.

Aberdeen University Volunteer Medical Staff Corps.
This corps went into camp at Charleston Park, Aboyne,

mear Aboyne Castle, the residence of the Marquis of Huntly,
iLord Rector of the University, on the evening of Jane lst.
The annual inspection took place on the ground and the
<camp broke np on the 5th. The weather was favourable
and camp life was greatly enjoyed by the students.
June 6th.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.
AT a meeting of the Executive Committee held on May 31st

the plans for the new Belfast Royal Victoria Hospital
were presented and unanimously passed. These maturer

plans have been most carefully worked out by the
architect, Mr. Herman (who designed the Birmingham
Hospital), in conjunction with the hospital staff and the
construction committee. They provide for about 300 beds
in 19 wards, generally of 16 beds each, with the necessary
accessory rooms, including a certain number of single wards,
all of which are situated on one noor-level, thereby avoiding
both staircases and lifts, in addition to which there is the
extern department consisting of a large waiting-hall sur-
rounded by a number of consulting- and retiring-rooms.
Adjoining this is the pathological department, all on the
same floor-level. The principal entrance is near the centre
of the site on the Grosvenor-street side, past a porter’s lodge,
to an open courtyard, around which on three sides are

arranged the administrative departments, a spacious
entrance-hall being in the centre. On one side pro-
vision is made for the medical and surgical resident staff ;
on the other are sitting-rooms for the nursing staff with bed-
rooms above. On the south side is a wide corridor running
the full length of the building, by which all accommodation
for patients can be approached. A large lecture theatre and
suitable accommodation for students are also provided. In
addition to the facilities in administration secured by
having all wards and rooms for patients on one floor-level
the arrangement is particularly adapted for simplifying the
application of the plenum system of ventilation which the
committee have decided to adopt. The materials to be

employed for the exterior have been selected with a view to
produce a pleasing effect of colour-grey sand-faced red
brick and terra-cotta for the walls, green slates for the
roofs, and lead on the small-domed ventilating turrets.

Drumbeg Dispensary District. -

Mr. Munce has been elected medical officer of the Drumbeg
Dispensary District of the Lisburn Union.

Salary of an Analyst.
The guardians of Newtownards, county Down, are adver-

tising for a trained nurse and an analyst, the salary in the
former case being .f:40 per annum, while in the latter candi-
dates are required to state what sum they expect " for

making an analysis of about 100 samples of medicine."
Portstewart Dispensary.

I am glad to know that the Local Government Board
have declined to give their sanction to the miserable
salary of .f:60 per annum proposed to be paid by the Coleraine
Guardians to the Portstewart Dispensary medical officer
on the ground that it was inadequate remuneration for the
duties to be discharged. By a majority the guardians have
now agreed to pay &pound;75.
June 6th.

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Tlte Artificial Stimulation of Glands by Raising their
Temperature.

AT the meeting of the Society of Biology held on

May 20th M. L&eacute;pine recounted some experiments which
he had performed. He had found in the case of a dog the
abdomen of which he had opened that if the spleen were
lifted out and placed in a capsule so that it could be
surrounded by water at a temperature of from 40&deg; to 50&deg; C.,
the injection of a dose of typhoid fever toxin which proved
fatal to another dog under ordinary conditions was

easily resisted by the dog experimented upon. Hence he
considered that this treatment of the spleen produced
an increased quantity of antitoxin. At the same time
he found that the blood of the splenic vein contained
less sugar than that of the carotid artery. If the warming
of the spleen was continued for two hours the proportion of
sugar remained the same. But if the pancreas was warmed
in the same way for two hours and its nerves stimulated the


